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Town to Trail continues park progress
Clears latest lot in
Gordonsville

T

he Town to Trail park
initiative in Gordonsville
took another step toward
creating a nearly 10-acre open
space in town with the demolition
of the home on its most recently
acquired parcel.

With contributions from local
foundations and community members, the Piedmont Environmental
Council (PEC) purchased the final
piece of property needed to create park connectivity between
Verling Park and the Gordonsville
Volunteer Fire Company fairgounds.
In September, PEC closed on a 0.85acre parcel at 304 Market Street. It
had previously purchased a parcel at
204 Allen Street as well.
Crews recently demolished the
Market Street home and cleared,
graded and seeded the lot.
An expanded and refurbished
Verling Park has been a vision for
Town-to-Trail, a grassroots collection
of friends, neighbors and local businesses who began working together
with The Piedmont Environmental
Council in 2017 to renew local
parks and develop trails. During
several public meetings at that time,
residents expressed an interest in
a more functional park that serves
the whole community. By adding
to the walkability of neighborhoods and towns, parks, trails and
sidewalks help weave communities
together and create a strong sense
of place, according to PEC Field
Representative Peter Hujik.
Philip and Tracy Black, the former
owners of the Market Street parcel,
added, “We have good memories
of raising our children across from
Verling Park, where they especially
enjoyed the swings. We were planning to hold onto our property for
another year, but when we learned
how it would be used to expand the
park, we decided to move forward
with the sale. We look forward to
returning to walk the land we called
home for over 15 years.”
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Work crews recently completed demolition, clearing, grading and seeding at 304 Market
Street in Gordonsville.

